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1.0 Introduction 
The District Department of Transportation (DDOT), in conjunction with the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA), proposes to reconstruct the H Street NE Bridge (also known as the Hopscotch 

Bridge) from North Capitol Street to 3rd Street, NE, in Washington, D.C. The existing bridge carries three 

lanes of traffic in each direction over 1st Street NE and 2nd Street NE and spans the Union Station rail 

yard. Two bus stops and a street car station are located on the top of the bridge. The purpose of the 

H Street Bridge Project is to replace the H Street Bridge in a manner that does not preclude the 

operations of the existing rail yard below, vehicle access to the existing parking garage and loading dock, 

construction of the adjacent planned projects, and maintains transit service with minimal delays. The 

bridge is being replaced because the concrete deck is in poor condition and elements of the bridge 

steelwork are categorized by the FHWA National Bridge Inspection Standards as “Fracture Critical.”  

DDOT is currently completing preliminary engineering and environmental activities, which are 

anticipated being completed mid-2019. This report summarizes the first public meeting for the H Street 

Bridge Project, held on June 21, 2018, for the proposed replacement of the H Street NE Bridge. The 

purpose of this meeting was to explain the anticipated project impacts and collect public comments on 

the proposed work. The next public meeting will be scheduled after the environmental process is 

completed and prior to the start of construction. Although the public comment period has ended for the 

June 21, 2018 public meeting, the public is encouraged to submit comments at any time.  

2.0 Meeting Overview  
The first public meeting for the H Street Bridge Project was held on June 21, 2018, at the Northeast 

Neighborhood Library Meeting Room, 330 7th Street NE, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. The meeting venue 

was selected for its location and accessibility to local residents and businesses via walking and transit. 

The location is also handicap accessible at the entrance.  

The intent of the H Street Bridge Project public meeting was to summarize the anticipated project 

impacts and collect public comments on the proposed work.  Key meeting information is summarized in 

Figure 1.  
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Figure 1 | Key Meeting Information 

 

3.0 Outreach and Preparations 
The following outreach and communication tools were used to inform the public of the meeting and to 

provide project background information: 

x Posted public meeting information on the project webpage, www.hstreetbridgeproject.com  

x Newspaper notices (Appendix A) 

– Washington City Paper, June 8 and 15 issues 

– Washington Informer, June 7 and June 14 issues 

– Hill Rag, June 2018 Issue, page 25, https://issuu.com/capitalcommunitynews/docs/hill-rag-

magazine-june-2018 

x DDOT email distribution (Appendix A)  

x The approved newspaper ad was converted into a palm card. A total of 100 palm cards were 

produced and distributed in the locations listed below prior to the public meeting: 

– Union Station at Station Place Entrance 

Northeast Neighborhood Library 

http://www.hstreetbridgeproject.com/
https://issuu.com/capitalcommunitynews/docs/hill-rag-magazine-june-2018
https://issuu.com/capitalcommunitynews/docs/hill-rag-magazine-june-2018
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– Bus stop at H Street NE and North Capitol Street 

– Streetcar stop at 5th and H Streets NE 

– Giant, 300 block of H Street NE 

– Whole Foods, 600 block of H Street NE 

– Bus stop at 5th and H Streets NE 

– Bus stop at 8th and H Streets NE 

4.0 Meeting Format and Materials 
DDOT invited members of the community and stakeholders to a public meeting on Thursday, June 21, 

2018, to obtain information and to provide feedback on the proposed replacement of the H Street 

Bridge. The meeting was held from 6 PM to 8 PM on the lower level of the Northeast Neighborhood 

Library, located at 330 7th Street, NE.  

The format of the meeting was an open house. Upon arrival, participants signed in and received a 

meeting agenda, a project brochure, a comment form, and a Title VI form. The meeting handout 

materials are included in Appendix B. Participants had opportunities to review 11 project display boards 

showing the history of the H Street Bridge, the condition of the bridge, and how the different modes of 

transportation along the bridge would be impacted by the proposed bridge improvement. The meeting 

boards are included in Appendix C. DDOT gave a presentation on the information at 6:30 PM. A copy of 

the presentation is included in Appendix D. Following the presentation, meeting participants had the 

opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. Participants could also provide their written 

comments to DDOT within 30 days (by July 23, 2018) of the meeting and/or provide their comments via 

email.  
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Figure 2 | Presentation from the H Street Bridge Project Public Meeting Held June 21, 2018 

 

5.0 Comments Received 
5.1. Summary of Comments 

Figures 3 and 4 summarize the verbal and written comments received at or after the public meeting. All 

comments were received or dated by the close of the comment period on July 23, 2018.  

Figure 3 | Number of Comment Forms Received 
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Figure 4 | Numbers of Questions and Comments by Topic 

 

5.2. Presentation Questions and Answers 
Below is a summary of the question and answer period following the presentation. Ali Shakeri, P.E., 

DDOT Program Manager, responded to all questions.  

Question #1—To address buses that stop at the bridge, what about the inner-city buses, such as the 

DC Circulator to Georgetown, that has stops within the garage? 

Answer—Those should not be affected. The ones being used inside the garage, we are trying to 

maintain them.  The bus stops that are top of the bridge, we are moving it outside the bridge 

because only half of the bridge is going to be used during construction, and we are trying to avoid 

traffic jams. We are trying to maintain all the other buses they are using at the garage. 

Question #2—The 30-day comment period, are you going to publish the comments and responses? 

Answer—Yes, we can. The project website is the best way to provide information to everybody.  

Question #3—Please raise your hands if you live in the neighborhood. 

Answer—11 people raised their hands. 

Question #4—We have area Advisory Neighborhood Commissions, would someone be available to 

come talk to those commissions, like what you’re doing tonight? 

Answer—Yes. We had a meeting about 2 weeks ago where the area ANCs were invited. We are 

open to having the ANCs or any organization come to our office where we can give a presentation or 

we can come to their meetings to provide information. 
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Question #5—In the current alignment of the bridge there are large pillars on the sidewalk make most 

of the sidewalk essentially impassable to large wheelchairs, strollers, and many other people. Will the 

new design of the bridge include a wider sidewalk? 

Answer—Yes. There are going to be two phases. In one phase the bridge is going to be completed 

and people can walk on the sidewalks without any obstacles. But when Burnham Place is built, there 

will not be a rail anymore since there will be plazas north and south of the bridge, so when you walk 

on the bridge, it will be like a street and it won’t feel like you’re walking on a bridge anymore.  The 

sidewalks will be up to these areas north and south of the bridge. 

Question #6—People use the bridge entrance for drop-off and pick-up for Union Station, so will there 

be any kind of parking or drop-off made? 

Answer—Yes. The Master Plan for the expansion of Union Station shows that there is going to be 

the almost same access you have right now from Burnham Plaza to Union Station; you’re going to 

have almost the same access from the top of the bridge to Union Station.  There is also going to be a 

couple of new streets built north and south of the bridge. We haven’t really finished all the 

alternatives, but there are lot of ways for providing for pick-up and drop-off. 

Question #7—In previous construction projects in the area, staging for projects have been on 

residential streets which is a hazard to pedestrians and takes away parking.  Have you given any 

consideration to where the staging for construction will be? 

Answer—There are no staging areas close by. None of the nearby streets, 1st Street, 2nd Street, 

etc., will be used for staging or storage. This will be a factory-like construction as all the material will 

be brought in as needed. There is even an opportunity to bring in materials by rail. Most of the 

materials will be precast, prefab and will be brought in and placed, as if putting together a puzzle.  

Question #8—As a follow-up, construction staging isn’t just with the equipment, it’s also getting all 

the workers to the worksite and keeping them at the site. If you really are concerned about the 

neighborhood, it would behoove you to make it known to the contractor as to what is and is not 

acceptable in terms of contractor parking.   

Answer—We are familiar with this type of situation. For another DDOT project we have made sure 

that residential parking is not affected. We work extensively to minimize residential impacts.  
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Question #9—There is a push button pedestrian crossing at the peak of the bridge, there is a push 

button in the median by the Streetcar, but no push buttons on the north or south side of the bridge, 

which is very inconvenient for pedestrians. Will the new bridge, or before 2023, incorporate push 

buttons for pedestrians at these locations? 

Answer—We cannot promise push buttons would be installed now. But the new bridge is going to 

have crossing lights, a Streetcar station in the middle of the bridge and crossings associated with the 

Union Station expansion.  

5.3. Written Comments Received on Comment Forms (Appendix F) 
Board #1—What is the background of the H Street Bridge Project? 

x No comments. 

Board #2—What is the history of the H Street Bridge? 

x Thanks for the photos and recognition of the history. Please connect with the other 

organizations that have more information (e.g., Library of Congress, Georgetown Library’s 

Peabody Room, DC Historical Society, etc.). 

Board #3—What is the condition of the H Street Bridge? 

x Please keep the “Hopscotch” mosaics. 

Board #4—How will bus routes using H Street Bridge be impacted by construction? 

x Please explicitly note changes (or lack thereof) to DC Circular Georgetown route, which 

terminates in garage.  

x It was verbally addressed in the meeting, but please explicitly address the fate of the Hopscotch 

Kids in writing.  

Board #5—How will traffic be maintained during construction? 

x Please make room for bicyclists during and after construction. 

Board #6—How will construction impact Streetcar Operations? 

x Great use of existing streetcar operations. 
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x The eastbound 3rd Street stop for the streetcar is not “existing” and has not existed in more 

than a year. Please make this explicit and address it. A shuttlebus is important for people with 

limited mobility.  

Board #7—How will construction impact access to Union Station? 

x Please provide more details on what “limited” pedestrian access means. 

Board #8—What does the existing bridge Look Like? 

x The lack of a push button to cross at the north and south sides of the H Street bridge peak is a 

pedestrian hazard. Please incorporate button into the new (or better existing!) bridge. Also, the 

sidewalks are too narrow for wheelchairs in places due to pillar alignment. Please address this in 

the new bridge.  

Board #9—Who is traveling on the H Street Bridge, and what are the potential traffic impacts during 

AM peak? 

x Please make room for bicyclists during and after construction. 

x Art project installations in the K, L, and M Street underpasses are already significantly impacting 

traffic patterns. Are we confident these installations will be completed before the bridge 

construction begins? 

Board #10—Who is traveling on the H Street Bridge, and what are the potential traffic impacts during 

PM peak? 

x Please make room for bicyclists during and after construction. 

x The “Who is Traveling” stats seem only to apply to cars. As a non-driver who walks across the 

bridge daily, I would appreciate seeing separate stats for pedestrians routes and discussion of 

pedestrian detours. 

Board #11—How do I comment on the Project? 

x No comments. 

5.4. Written Comments on Title VI Forms (Appendix G) 
x I still do not understand how things will work with Circulators, Greyhound, Megabus, etc. 
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x How closely are you working with Union Station, Burnham Place, etc. 

x Well organized. Thank you DDOT.  

5.5. Email Comments (Appendix H) 
One comment was received via email from the artist of the Hopscotch Bridge panels. The email included 

information on the removal, refurbishment, and reuse of the panel tiles on the bridge, and included a 

cost estimate.  

5.6. Comments from ANC 6C (Appendix I) 
ANC 6C submitted a letter to DDOT including comments focused on DDOT’s coordination role between 

the H Street Bridge Project and the Union Station Redevelopment project teams. To follow up on these 

comments, DDOT met with ANC 6c on September 5, 2018, at DDOT to discuss their comments. Because 

the comments were specific to the Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Station Expansion Project, 

these comments were provided to DDOT staff coordinating with FRA. 

6.0 Public Meeting Follow-up and Next Steps 
The H Street Bridge Project website, www.hstreetbridgeproject.com, was updated the morning after the 

meeting (June 22, 2018) to make available the public meeting boards, presentation, brochure, board 

comment form and Title VI Participation form from the public meeting.  

Comments received through the project email (info@hstreetbridgeproject.com) or mailing addresses 

through July 23, 2018 were included in this document. Although the public comment period has ended 

for the June 21, 2018, public meeting, the public is able to submit comments at any time directly to 

DDOT or via the project website. The next public meeting will be scheduled after the environmental 

process is completed and prior to the start of construction. 

http://www.hstreetbridgeproject.com/
mailto:info@hstreetbridgeproject.com
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(Washington, DC) The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) invites members of the 
community and stakeholders to a public meeting on Thursday, June 21, 2018 to obtain 
information and to provide feedback on potential reconstruction or replacement of the H St. 
Bridge. The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) is currently evaluating if the bridge 
can be repaired or if it must be replaced. The purpose of this project is to improve the condition 
of the H Street Bridge, NE (Hopscotch Bridge) in the District of Columbia.

DDOT ensures nondiscrimination in all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If you need special accommodations, please contact Cesar Barreto at (202) 671 – 2829 or 
Ceasar.Barreto@dc.gov five days in advance of the meeting. If you need language assistance services (translation or interpretation), 
please contact Karen.Randolph@dc.gov five days in advance of the meeting. These services will be provided free of charge.

6pm to 8pm with 6:30 presentation
Northeast Neighborhood Library,  
330 7th St NE,
Washington, DC 20002 (Meeting Room)

Refreshments will be served.


��$����������������
Materials from this meeting will be made 
available on the study website within 24 
hours of meeting conclusion. Those who 
would like to leave a comment about the 
study can do so by leaving a comment on 
the Get Involved! section of the webpage.

For more information email  
info@hstreetbridgeproject.com.
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Victor Silva – DDOT Project Contact (202) 671-4556
District Department of Transportation | 55 M Street, SE, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20003

The Hill Rag congratulates 
Leah Daniels on the 
10th Anniversary of the 
best kitchen store in DC!

CHEERS!

Daniels (center) stands with her father, 
Stephen (left) and her older brother, 

Eddie Daniels at the store’s grand 
opening May 17, 2008. 







Last Date: 
Thursday, June 21, 2018 - 
6:00pm to 8:00pm 
 
Location:  
330 7th St NE, Washington, DC 20002 
Building:  
Northeast Neighborhood Library 
Room:  
Meeting Room 
Details:  

 

Public Meeting for H Street Bridge Project on June 21  

(Washington) --  The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) invites members of the community and 
stakeholders to a public meeting on Thursday, June 21, 2018 to obtain information and provide feedback on the 
potential reconstruction or replacement of the H St. Bridge (Hopscotch Bridge). The District Department of 
Transportation (DDOT) is currently evaluating whether the bridge can be repaired or if it must be replaced. 

The purpose of this project is to improve the condition of the H Street Bridge NE in the District of Columbia. 

 What:        H Street Bridge Public Meeting No. 1 
When:       Thursday, June 21, 2018 Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm  
                  (with 6:30 presentation) 
Location:  Northeast Neighborhood Library Meeting Room  
                  330 7th St NE 
                  Washington, DC 20002  
Can't Make a Meeting? 

Materials from this meeting will be made available on the study website within 24 hours of meeting conclusion. Those 
who would like to leave a comment about the study can do so by leaving a comment on the Get Involved! section of 
the webpage. 

For more information email info@hstreetbridgeproject.com. 

DDOT ensures nondiscrimination in all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If you need special accommodations, please contact Cesar 
Barreto at (202) 671 – 2829 or Ceasar.Barreto@dc.gov five days in advance of the meeting. If you need language 
assistance services (translation or interpretation), please contact Karen.Randolph@dc.gov five days in advance of the 
meeting. These services will be provided free of charge. 

Contact:  
info@hstreetbridgeproject.com. 
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Title VI Form  
Office Civil Rights 

October 2016 

DDOT Sponsored/Co-Sponsored Meeting and Event 

TITLE VI PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

The District Department of Transportation is committed to providing all citizens, regardless of race, color, age, gender, 
or national origin, the opportunity to participate in and respond to transportation plans, programs, and activities that 
may affect their community.  To help us make sure we are reaching our goal and maintaining compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and all relevant federal and local nondiscrimination laws, we ask that you voluntarily 
complete the following information.  DDOT’s Title VI Coordinator will handle the information you provide with 
confidentiality.  For more on DDOT’s Title VI Program, please contact DDOT’s Civil Rights Office at 202.671.2700 or 
ddot.titlevi@dc.gov.  
�
Please print your responses: 

Project/Meeting Name: 

Date (Month, Day, Year):   

Location of the Meeting (Address):   

Was this meeting held at a convenient time?     Yes      No   
If no, what time of day would be more convenient for you?   10am – 12pm          3pm – 5pm          6pm – 8pm 

How did you travel to get here today? (Please circle all that apply)      

Car Bus Metro Taxi /Uber Bicycle Walked Circulator Capitol Bikeshare Other_______________ 

How did you find out about this meeting?  (Please circle all that apply) 
DDOT Website        Project Website         Listserv        Blog           Flier             Newspaper     Facebook     Twitter      
Other________________________________________________ 

Did you find the meeting location to be accessible?  (Location, access to transportation and/or disability) 
Yes _____         No_______ (If no, please explain)____________________________________________________ 

Name:  Gender (Please circle)        Female        Male  

Ward:   Email: Zip Code: 

What is your race/ethnicity?  (Please circle as many as apply) 

American Indian/Alaskan Native African-American                     Asian/Pacific Islander 

Caucasian Hispanic Other______________________ 

What is your age?  (Please circle)          

Under 18 yrs.    18-24 yrs.    25-34 yrs.     35-44 yrs.    45-54 yrs.     55-64 yrs.     65-74 yrs.      senior citizen 

What is your primary language spoken at home: (Please circle one)  

English Spanish French Amharic Chinese Korean Vietnamese 

Tagalog Other (please specify)___________________________________________________________ 
Did you require special accommodations (ADA, language translation, etc):   Yes    No  
(If yes indicate type of accommodation provided) 

Were ADA features satisfactory?    Yes     No If no, please explain 

Were Language Access 
accommodations satisfactory? 

 
Yes     No    

 
If no, please explain 

 H Street Bridge Project
 Thursday, June 21, 2018

 330 7th St NE, Washington, DC 20002
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Office Civil Rights 

October 2016 

DDOT Sponsored/Co-Sponsored Meeting and Event 

Comments/Concerns regarding this meeting or the project: 
�
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H STREET BRIDGE PROJECT

WHAT IS THE BACKGROUND OF THE H STREET BRIDGE PROJECT?

• H Street Bridge lies at the nexus of Union Station Expansion 
Project and the future Burnham Place, which will lead to the 
eventual transformation of parts of the District located along the 
edges of the NoMa area and the H Street, NE corridor 

• The purpose of this project is to improve the condition of the H 
Street Bridge, NE (Hopscotch Bridge)

• The bridge spans 1,442 feet over 1st Street, NE, WMATA tracks, 
Amtrak tracks and platforms, and 2nd Street, NE

PROJECT OBJECTIVES:

MILESTONES
Start Preliminary Engineering Late 2017
Complete NEPA and 
Preliminary Engineering Mid 2019

Start Construction Mid 2020
Complete Construction 2023

• Mobility: Support the area’s transportation hub
• Social: Continue to connect the neighborhoods

• Transportation: Rehab an important piece of 
infrastructure

• Economic:�/RFDWHG�DPRQJ�PDQ\�KLJK�SUR¿OH�SURMHFWV

HOW CAN YOU HELP DDOT WITH THIS PROJECT? 
We need you to share your comments about the H Street Bridge Project. DDOT has started to plan the design of the 
new bridge. At this point in our work, we can anticipate construction related impacts.
Construction related impacts currently anticipated 
include:
• Disruption to access around Union Station
• 'HOD\V�WR�WUDI¿F�RQ�WKH�EULGJH�DQG�DGMDFHQW�URDGV
• Temporary changes to bus stop locations and possible 

service
• Temporary closure to the street car station on the 

bridge 
We need your feedback on what you think about these 
impacts and any other comment you have about the 
project. 

HOW DO I SHARE MY COMMENTS 
ON THE PROJECT?

There are several ways to comment on the project. 
• Complete and submit the comment form in your 

brochure at the meeting tonight.
• Mail in your comment form to DDOT after the 

meeting. 
• Email your comments to us at 

info@hstreetbridgeproject.com



H STREET BRIDGE PROJECT

HOW WILL CONSTRUCTION IMPACT ACCESS TO UNION STATION?

HOW WILL TRAFFIC BE MAINTAINED DURING CONSTRUCTION?

1
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Sidewalk will be closed on one side of 
the bridge
Bus stops on the bridge will be closed

Streetcar stop on the bridge will be 
closed
Pedestrian access through the Union 
Station Parking Garage will be limited
Access to the Union Station Parking 
Garage will be reduced
For-hire vehicle drop-off on the bridge 
will be eliminated
6WDWLRQ�WUDI¿F�ZLOO�EH�IXQQHOHG�WR�&ROXPEXV�
Circle and the front of Union Station
,QWHU�FLW\�EXV�DFFHVV�ZLOO�EH�PRGL¿HG

DDOT considering shuttle service to 
connect bus and street car passengers 
to Union Station
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Phase  1

• %ULGJH�ZLOO�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG�LQ�SKDVHV�VR�WKDW�YHKLFXODU�DQG�SHGHVWULDQ�WUDI¿F�FDQ�EH�
maintained across the bridge

• 7UDI¿F�ZLOO�EH�UHGXFHG�WR�RQH�ODQH�LQ�HDFK�GLUHFWLRQ��DQG�GLYHUWHG�WR�RQH�KDOI�RI�WKH�
bridge while the other half is reconstructed

• Short-term full closures of the bridge will be needed for critical construction activities
• Access to the Union Station Parking Garage will be affected by construction
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H STREET BRIDGE PROJECT

HOW WILL BUS ROUTES USING H STREET BRIDGE 
BE IMPACTED BY CONSTRUCTION?

HOW WILL CONSTRUCTION IMPACT STREETCAR OPERATIONS?

Shift stop to 
east side of 
3rd street

Existing westbound 
station at 3rd Street 
will be end-of-line 
station

Existing eastbound 
station at 3rd Street 
will be start-of-line 
station

Existing streetcar 
tracks and station 

on bridge to be 
closed during 
construction

Tracks and station 
will be rebuilt on 

new bridge

Streetcars will 
use existing 

tracks in median 
between 3rd 

Street and bridge 
to turn around

Pedestrian route 
to Union Station 
will follow 3rd 
Street, F Street and 
Columbus Circle
Please provide 
input on potential 
EHQH¿W�RI�VKXWWOH�
IURP�8QLRQ�6WDWLRQ�
WR��UG�6WUHHW�
6WUHHWFDU�VWRSV

Union 
Station

Senate 
Square

Station 
Place

Giant

2n
d 

St
re

et

3r
d 

St
re

et

4t
h 

St
re

et

H Street

G Street



H STREET BRIDGE PROJECT

HOW CAN YOU STAY INFORMED ABOUT THE PROJECT?

WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF THE H STREET BRIDGE?

• Check out the project website: 
https://www.hstreetbridgeproject.com

• Join the community contact list by 
emailing us a request at: 
info@hstreetbridgeproject.com 

• H Street NE provided an east-
west connection between North 
Capitol Street, 1st Street NE, 
Delaware Avenue and 2nd Street 
NE in a neighborhood known as 
“Swampoodle”.

• When Union Station, and its 
associated rail yards, were 
opened in 1907 H Street NE was 
moved into a 750 ft long tunnel 
beneath the rail yards. 1st Street 
NE was re-aligned to the west of 
the new rail yards and Delaware 
Avenue closed in the vicinity of 
the yards.

• Ultimately, it was decided to 
replace the tunnel with a new 
overpass structure that would 
connect North Capitol Street and 
3rd Street NE. 

• The overpass would span over 
1st Street NE, the Union Station 
rail yards and 2nd Street NE. 
The new overpass would also 
provide access for intercity buses 
to the proposed terminal to be 
built at Union Station. 

• Opening of the new overpass 
was to be timed to be 
completed in time for the July 
4, 1976 celebration of the 200th 
Anniversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence.

�*HRUJH�:LOOLDP�%DLVW����������%DLVW
V�UHDO�HVWDWH�DWODV�RI�
VXUYH\V�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ��'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�

5HSULQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�
SHUPLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�
'&�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\��
6WDU�&ROOHFWLRQ��
�:DVKLQJWRQ�3RVW

• The H Street tunnel remained 
in service until the 1970’s 
when, due to the deteriorating 
condition of the structure, it 
was determined necessary to 
rebuild the connection.

• DDOT Project Contact:
Victor Silva
55 M Street SE, Suite 400
Washington, DC
(202) 671-4556 



 

 
 

 
 
 

H St. Bridge Project Public Meeting No. 1 
Board Comment Sheet 

Thursday, June 21, 2018 
 
Board #: ____ 
Comments: 
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Meeting On Lower Level
Please Proceed Down the Stairs

June 21, 2018
6:00 - 8:00 pm

6:30 Presentation

H STREET BRIDGE PROJECT
PUBLIC MEETING #1



WHAT IS THE BACKGROUND OF THE H STREET BRIDGE PROJECT?

• H Street Bridge lies at the nexus of Union Station Expansion Project and the future Burnham Place, which will lead to the 
eventual transformation of parts of the District located along the edges of the NoMa area and the H Street, NE corridor 

• The purpose of this project is to improve the condition of the H Street Bridge, NE (Hopscotch Bridge)
• The bridge spans 1,442 feet over 1st Street, NE, WMATA tracks, Amtrak tracks and platforms, and 2nd Street, NE

PROJECT OBJECTIVES:
• Mobility: Support the area’s transportation hub
• Social: Continue to connect the neighborhoods
• Transportation: Rehab an important piece of infrastructure
• (FRQRPLF��/RFDWHG�DPRQJ�PDQ\�KLJK�SUR¿OH�SURMHFWV

MILESTONES

Start Preliminary Engineering Late 2017

Complete NEPA and Preliminary Engineering Mid 2019

Start Construction Mid 2020

Complete Construction 2023

Board #1



WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF THE H STREET BRIDGE?

• H Street NE provided an east-west 
connection between North Capitol Street, 
1st Street NE, Delaware Avenue and 2nd 
Street NE in a neighborhood known as 
“Swampoodle”.

• When Union Station, and its associated rail 
yards, were opened in 1907 H Street NE was 
moved into a 750 ft long tunnel beneath the 
rail yards. 1st Street NE was re-aligned to 
the west of the new rail yards and Delaware 
Avenue closed in the vicinity of the yards.

• Ultimately, it was decided to replace the 
tunnel with a new overpass structure that 
would connect North Capitol Street and 3rd 
Street NE. 

• The overpass would span over 1st Street NE, 
the Union Station rail yards and 2nd Street 
NE. The new overpass would also provide 
access for intercity buses to the proposed 
terminal to be built at Union Station. 

• Opening of the new overpass was to coincide 
with the Bicentennial Celebration in 1976.

(George William Baist, 1903. - Baist's real estate atlas of surveys of Washington, District of Columbia)

Reprinted with the 
permission of the 
DC Public Library, 
Star Collection, 
©Washington Post

• The H Street tunnel 
remained in service 
until the 1970’s
when, due to the 
deteriorating
condition of the 
structure, it was 
determined necessary to 
rebuild the connection.

Board #2



WHAT IS THE CONDITION OF THE H STREET BRIDGE?

• Since its opening in 1976 the H Street Bridge 
has continued to carry vehicular and pedestrian 
WUDI¿F�RYHU�WKH�8QLRQ�6WDWLRQ�UDLO�\DUGV�ZLWK�OLWWOH�
alteration from its as-constructed condition. 

• Over the years there have been various additions 
to the bridge to accommodate transportation 
improvements and adjacent development. These 
include:
ż A new eastern access to the Union Station bus 

terminal was added in the 1980’s
ż Minor revisions to the roadway layout in 2005 to 

accommodate reconstruction of the layout of the 
Union Station parking garage access.

ż Streetcar tracks and station were added to the 
bridge deck in 2013 as part of the H Street 
NE/Benning Road Line. The line began public 
service operations on February 27, 2016.

• The DC Commission for the Arts and Humanities 
(DC Arts), led by the city artist Deirdre Saunder, 
began installation of the Hopscotch Kids in 1997. 

• With the help of inner city high school students 
the project created 320 “hopscotch” six-foot 
high ceramic mosaics with varying colors 
shapes and textures that dance across the 
bridge barriers.

• The concrete deck is in poor condition and in 
need of replacement.

• Elements of the bridge steelwork are categorized 
by the Federal Highway Administration National 
Bridge Inspection Standards as ‘Fracture 
Critical’ which require more frequent inspections 
by DDOT.

• The purpose of the Project is to improve the 
condition of the H Street Bridge.

Board #3



HOW WILL BUS ROUTES USING H STREET 
BRIDGE BE IMPACTED BY CONSTRUCTION?

• Four bus routes have stops on the H Street Bridge (X1, X2, X9, D8)
• Coordination with WMATA is ongoing. Changes to bus routes will be determined based on WMATA input
• Bus stops on the bridge will close during construction. This will impact the X1, X2, X9 and D8 routes
• The eastbound bus stop before 3rd Street will be relocated during construction. It will be shifted either directly before or 

after the streetcar stop

Existing Eastbound bus stop at 3rd Street

Potential Relocated bus stop location

Shift stop to 
east side of 
3rd street

Board #4



HOW WILL TRAFFIC BE MAINTAINED DURING CONSTRUCTION?

Westbound Travel Lane

Eastbound Travel lane

Workzone

Streetcar Operating Area

Phase 1

Phase 2
• %ULGJH�ZLOO�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG�LQ�SKDVHV�VR�WKDW�YHKLFXODU�DQG�SHGHVWULDQ�WUDI¿F�FDQ�EH�PDLQWDLQHG�

across the bridge
• 7UDI¿F�ZLOO�EH�UHGXFHG�WR�RQH�ODQH�LQ�HDFK�GLUHFWLRQ��DQG�GLYHUWHG�WR�RQH�KDOI�RI�WKH�EULGJH�ZKLOH�WKH�

other half is reconstructed
• Short-term full closures of the bridge will be needed for critical construction activities
• Access to the Union Station Parking Garage will be affected by construction
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HOW WILL CONSTRUCTION IMPACT STREETCAR OPERATIONS?

Existing westbound 
station at 3rd Street 
will be end-of-line 
station

Existing eastbound 
station at 3rd Street 
will be start-of-line 
station

Existing streetcar 
tracks and station on 

bridge to be closed 
during construction
Tracks and station 

will be rebuilt on new 
bridge

Streetcars will use 
existing tracks in 

median between 3rd 
Street and bridge to 

turn around

Pedestrian route to 
Union Station will 
follow 3rd Street, F 
Street and Columbus 
Circle
Please provide input 
RQ�SRWHQWLDO�EHQH¿W�
of shuttle from Union 
Station to 3rd Street 
Streetcar stops
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HOW WILL CONSTRUCTION IMPACT ACCESS TO UNION STATION?
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Sidewalk will be closed on one side of the bridge

Bus stops on the bridge will be closed

Streetcar stop on the bridge will be closed

Pedestrian access through the Union Station 
Parking Garage will be limited
Access to the Union Station Parking Garage will 
be reduced
For-hire vehicle drop-off on the bridge will be 
eliminated
6WDWLRQ�WUDI¿F�ZLOO�EH�IXQQHOHG�WR�&ROXPEXV�&LUFOH�
and the front of Union Station
,QWHU�FLW\�EXV�DFFHVV�ZLOO�EH�PRGL¿HG

DDOT considering shuttle service to connect bus 
and street car passengers to Union Station
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WHAT DOES THE EXISTING BRIDGE LOOK LIKE?

1 53

2
6

4

MULTIPLE TRANSPORTATION MODES AND OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE WILL BE COORDINATED FOR THIS PROJECT.

Vehicular, pedestrian, bicycle and 
VWUHHWFDU�WUDI¿F�DFURVV�WKH�EULGJH

Access to Union Station parking 
garage, bus terminal, and Station 
Place loading dock from the bridge 
surface

Amtrak, VRE, MARC and Metrorail 
operations beneath the bridge

Continued use of 1st Street and 
2nd Street beneath the bridge

Maintenance of the original H Street 
Tunnel running beneath the railyard 
and Metrorail tracks

Multiple public and private utilities in 
the project area

Board #8

North Capital Street
Bridge Deck

1st
Street 2nd Street

Amtrak
Railyard

Amtrak
Railyard Bridge Deck

H Street TunnelH Street Tunnel

3rd
StreetBridge Deck

WMATA 
Red Line

False Wall 
and Roll-Up 
Garage Door

False Wall 
and Roll-Up 
Garage Door

Streetcar
Traction Power 
Substation



WHO IS TRAVELING ON THE H STREET BRIDGE, AND WHAT 
ARE THE POTENTIAL TRAFFIC IMPACTS DURING AM PEAK?

Board #9

• *UDSKLF�VKRZV�VRXUFH�RI�WUDI¿F�
on the H Street Bridge in the 
morning peak period and potential 
construction diversion impacts to 
alternate routes

• ���SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�WUDI¿F�WUDYHOV�WKH�
entire corridor from the Starburst 
intersection to the bridge

• Potential diversion impacts are 
based on a qualitative, high-level 
assessment using MWCOG regional 
model results.

• Largest impact of lane reductions 
(one lane each direction) will be to 
H Street and K Street. Other streets 
VKRXOG�VHH�PRGHVW�FKDQJHV�WR�WUDI¿F�

Source: MWCOG Regional Model



WHO IS TRAVELING ON THE H STREET BRIDGE, AND WHAT 
ARE THE POTENTIAL TRAFFIC IMPACTS DURING PM PEAK?

Board #10

• *UDSKLF�VKRZV�GHVWLQDWLRQ�RI�WUDI¿F�
on the H Street Bridge in the afternoon 
peak period and potential construction 
diversion impacts to alternate routes

• ���SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�WUDI¿F�WUDYHOV�WKH�
entire corridor from the bridge to the 
Starburst intersection

• Potential diversion impacts are 
based on a qualitative, high-level 
assessment using MWCOG regional 
model results

• Largest impact of lane reductions (one 
lane each direction) will be to H Street, 
K Street and D Street. Other streets 
VKRXOG�VHH�PRGHVW�FKDQJHV�WR�WUDI¿F

• Further analysis will focus on 
identifying diversion routes, 
assessing travel time changes, and 
developing mitigation measures to 
UHGXFH�LPSDFWV�RI�GLYHUWHG�WUDI¿F

Source: MWCOG Regional Model



HOW DO I COMMENT ON THE PROJECT?

Complete the comment form in your 
brochure and hand it in tonight. 

Mail in your comment form to DDOT 
after the meeting. 

Email your comments to us at 
info@hstreetbridgeproject.com

Stay connected at 
https://www.hstreetbridgeproject.com/

1

3

4

2

Board #11
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Meeting Open 6:00 pm

Welcome
Ali Shakeri, DDOT

6:30 pm

Presentation
Victor Silva, DDOT

6:35 pm

Q&A7:00 pm

Adjourn8:00 pm

Agenda

Review Boards 7:20 pm

Ϯ



�ŽŶƚĞŶƚƐ

/͘ /ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶ
//͘ �ĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ
///͘ ^ĐŽƉĞ
/s͘ �ŽŶƐƚƌĂŝŶƚƐ
s͘ �ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ
s/͘ ^ĐŚĞĚƵůĞ
s//͘ EĞǆƚ�^ƚĞƉƐ

ϯ



tŚǇ�ĂƌĞ�ǁĞ�ŚĞƌĞ�ƚŽŶŝŐŚƚ͍

� �ŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ
± DĂŐŶŝƚƵĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƉĂŝƌƐ�ǁĂƌƌĂŶƚ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ

� ZĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ
� �ƉƉůǇ�ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞůŝŵŝŶĂƌǇ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ

/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶ

ϰ



,�^ƚƌĞĞƚ��ƌŝĚŐĞ
� E��tĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ��͘�͕͘�tĂƌĚ�ϲ
� ^ƉĂŶƐ�ϭ͕ϰϰϮ�ĨĞĞƚ�ŽǀĞƌ�

± ϭƐƚ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕�E�
± tD�d� ƚƌĂĐŬƐ
± �ŵƚƌĂŬ�ƚƌĂĐŬƐͬƉůĂƚĨŽƌŵƐ
± ϮŶĚ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕�E�

� �ĐĐĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ����������
ĂŶĚ�,�^ƚƌĞĞƚ�^ƚƌĞĞƚĐĂƌ

�ĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ

ϱ



tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ͍
ϭϵϬϳ ,�^ƚƌĞĞƚ�ƚƵŶŶĞů�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ƌĂŝů�ǇĂƌĚƐ
ϭϵϳϲ ,�^ƚƌĞĞƚ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ
ϭϵϵϳ ,ŽƉƐĐŽƚĐŚ�<ŝĚƐ
ϮϬϭϲ ^ƚƌĞĞƚĐĂƌ�ŽƉĞŶĞĚ�

ZĞƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ����WƵďůŝĐ�>ŝďƌĂƌǇ͕�^ƚĂƌ��ŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ΞtĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ�WŽƐƚ

�ĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ

ϲ



tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŽƉĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͍
� ZĞĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚ�,�^ƚƌĞĞƚ��ƌŝĚŐĞ
� DŝŶŝŵŝǌĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ

± dƌĂŶƐŝƚ
± sĞŚŝĐůĞƐ
± WĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ
± �ŝĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐ
± ZĂŝů�ŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�
± �ĐĐĞƐƐ�ƉĂƌŬŝŶŐ�ŐĂƌĂŐĞͬůŽĂĚŝŶŐ�ĚŽĐŬ�

� �ĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞ�ƉůĂŶŶĞĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�
± ^ƚƌĞĞƚĐĂƌ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ
± hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ��ǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ
± �ƵƌŶŚĂŵ�WůĂĐĞ

^ĐŽƉĞ

ϳ



tŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚũĂĐĞŶƚ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͍

�ŽŶƐƚƌĂŝŶƚƐ

ϴ



tŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�
ĐŽŶƐƚƌĂŝŶƚƐ͍

hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ZĂŝů�zĂƌĚƐ

,�^ƚƌĞĞƚ
dƵŶŶĞů

�ŝƌ�ZŝŐŚƚƐ�ŝƌ�ZŝŐŚƚƐ

�ŵƚƌĂŬ�ZĂŝů�zĂƌĚƐ�ZĞĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ

hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ��ǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ

sŝĞǁ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĞĂƐƚ�ĂůŽŶŐ�,�^ƚƌĞĞƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϭƐƚ ^ƚƌĞĞƚ

�ŽŶƐƚƌĂŝŶƚƐ

ϵ



,Žǁ�ǁŝůů�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ďĞ�
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ͍
� &ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁŽƌŬ�;ϭϮ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐͿ�ďĞůŽǁ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�

± DŝŶŝŵĂů�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ
� �ƌŝĚŐĞ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŚĂůǀĞƐ͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ƉŚĂƐĞ�ůĂƐƚŝŶŐ�ϭϮ�ƚŽ�ϭϴ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ

ϭϬ



,Žǁ�ǁŝůů�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ďĞ�
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ͍
� WŚĂƐĞ�ϭ

± sĞŚŝĐůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�
ďƌŝĚŐĞ

± DŝŶŝŵƵŵ�ŽŶĞ�ůĂŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ŝŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞ�
ŽƉƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌĞǀĞƌƐŝďůĞ�ůĂŶĞ�

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ

ϭϭ



,Žǁ�ǁŝůů�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ďĞ�
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ͍

� WŚĂƐĞ�Ϯ
± sĞŚŝĐůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�

ďƌŝĚŐĞ
± DŝŶŝŵƵŵ�ŽŶĞ�ůĂŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ŝŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞ�

ŽƉƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌĞǀĞƌƐŝďůĞ�ůĂŶĞ�

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ

ϭϮ



,Žǁ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�
ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ͍

^ŝĚĞǁĂůŬ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�
ŽŶĞ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ

ZĞůŽĐĂƚĞ�ďƵƐ�ƐƚŽƉƐ

dĞƌŵŝŶĂƚĞ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚĐĂƌ�Ăƚ�ϯƌĚ
^ƚƌĞĞƚ

DŽĚŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ�
ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ

ϭ
Ϯ

ϯ

ϰ

ϭ

Ϯ

ϯ

ϰ

ϭϯ



,Žǁ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�
ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ͍

sĞŚŝĐůĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
WĂƌŬŝŶŐ�'ĂƌĂŐĞ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƌĞͲ
ƌŽƵƚĞĚ

&ŽƌͲŚŝƌĞ�ǀĞŚŝĐůĞ�ĚƌŽƉͲŽĨĨ�ǁŝůů�
ďĞ�ƌĞͲƌŽƵƚĞĚ

/ŶƚĞƌͲĐŝƚǇ�ďƵƐ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�
ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ

��Kd�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƐŚƵƚƚůĞ�
ďƵƐ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ďƵƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚĐĂƌ�ƉĂƐƐĞŶŐĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�
hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ

ϱ ϲ
ϳ ϴ

ϱ

ϲ

ϳ

ϴ

ϭϰ



,Žǁ�ǁŝůů�ŵĞƚƌŽ�ďƵƐĞƐ�
ďĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚĞĚ͍
� �ƌŝĚŐĞ�ƐĞƌǀĞƐ�yϭ͕�yϮ͕�yϵ ĂŶĚ��ϴ ƌŽƵƚĞƐ
� �ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�tD�d� ƚŽ�ƌĞůŽĐĂƚĞ�ďƵƐ�ƐƚŽƉƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ

ϭϱ



,Žǁ�ǁŝůů�ƐƚƌĞĞƚĐĂƌ�ďĞ�
ŝŵƉĂĐƚĞĚ͍
� ^ƚƌĞĞƚĐĂƌ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϯƌĚ ^ƚƌĞĞƚ�ĂŶĚ�KŬůĂŚŽŵĂ��ǀĞŶƵĞ�ǁŝůů�

ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ
� WĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ǀŝĂ�ϮŶĚ Žƌ�ϯƌĚ ^ƚƌĞĞƚƐ
� �ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƐŚƵƚƚůĞ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϯƌĚ ^ƚƌĞĞƚ�

'ŝĂŶƚ

^ƚƌĞĞƚĐĂƌ�hŶŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ��ůŽƐĞĚ ,�^ƚƌĞĞƚ

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ

ϭϲ



,Žǁ�ǁŝůů�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�
ďĞ�ŵŝŶŝŵŝǌĞĚ͍

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ

ϲϬй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Ăŵ�ƉĞĂŬ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�
ĐŽŵĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ��ůĂĚĞŶƐďƵƌŐ�ͬ�
�ĞŶŶŝŶŐ�ZŽĂĚƐ

� �ĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ǁĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂǀŽŝĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ŽŶ�
ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƚŝǀĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƌŽƵƚĞƐ

� DŝŶŝŵŝǌĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƵƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ
ϭϳ



tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞ͍

E�W� ĂŶĚ�WƌĞůŝŵŝŶĂƌǇ�
�ŶŐŝŶĞĞƌŝŶŐ

ϮϬϭϴ� ϮϬϭϵ� ϮϬϮϬ� ϮϬϮϭ� ϮϬϮϮ�

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�
WƌŽĐƵƌĞŵĞŶƚ �ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ

dK��z
WƵďůŝĐ�
DĞĞƚŝŶŐ�
EŽ͘�ϭ

WƵďůŝĐ�
DĞĞƚŝŶŐ�
EŽ͘�Ϯ

�ĞǀĞůŽƉ�
ĂŶĚ��ƐƐĞƐƐ�
�ůƚĞƌŶĂƚŝǀĞƐ

^ĞůĞĐƚ�
�ĞƐŝŐŶͲ
�ƵŝůĚ�

�ŽŶƚƌĂĐƚŽƌ

^ĐŚĞĚƵůĞ

ϭϴ



,Žǁ�ĚŽ�/�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚ͍
� ,ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ�ƚŽŶŝŐŚƚ

� DĂŝů�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ���Kd

� �ŵĂŝů�ŝŶĨŽΛŚƐƚƌĞĞƚďƌŝĚŐĞƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘ĐŽŵ

� ^ƚĂǇ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�
ǁǁǁ͘ŚƐƚƌĞĞƚďƌŝĚŐĞƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘ĐŽŵ

ϯϬ�ĚĂǇ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ

EĞǆƚ�^ƚĞƉƐ

ϭϵ



dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ

ϮϬ
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Emailed Comments



1

From:�Deirdre�Saunder�[mailto:dsaunder@maret.org]��
Sent:�Tuesday,�July�03,�2018�11:27�AM�
To:�Silva,�Victor�(DDOT)�<victor.silva@dc.gov>�
Cc:�Humbertson,�Ron�(CAH)�<ron.humbertson@dc.gov>;�Glover,�Lauren�(CAH)�<lauren.glover@dc.gov>;�peter�tabri�
<peter.tabri@gmail.com>�
Subject:�Hopscotch�Bridge�

Hi�Victor,�

Deirdre�Saunder�here�Ͳ�artist�of�the�Hopscotch�Bridge.�I�left�you�a�voicemail�yesterday,�but�thought�I'd�also�send�an�
email.�I�am�cc'ing�the�DC�Commission�folks�on�this�email�too�as�I�don't�believe�they�were�at�the�community�meeting�that�
was�held�on�June�21.�I�didn't�know�about�it,�but�I�have�received�a�number�of�calls�and�emails�from�folks�who�were�there,�
and�they�forwarded�me�your�name�and�contacts.�

Victor,�I�would�love�to�make�an�appointment�to�talk�with�you�together�with�the�DC�Commission�to�see�if�we�can�come�up�
with�a�solution�for�the�Hopscotch�Bridge�artwork.�I�don't�know�if�this�is�possible,�but�it�may�also�be�a�good�idea�to�have�
someone�from�the�Burnham�Place�Development�team�to�be�at�the�meeting�too.�

I�have�already�been�in�contact�with�the�DC�Commission�on�the�Arts�about�the�removal�of�the�figures�from�the�Hopscotch�
Bridge.�They�are�the�owners�of�the�artwork.�Since�the�community�meeting,�I�have�been�receiving�masses�of�calls�and�
emails�from�the�community�(including�folks�who�want�to�volunteer�to�save�the�art).�I�would�love�to�work�with�you�and�
the�DC�Commission�to�see�what�can�be�done.�

Some�months�ago,�the�DC�Commission�asked�me�to�write�up�a�tentative�proposal�to�remove�and�reinstall�the�figures�at�
some�other�location�to�be�determined�later.�In�the�proposal�I�said�that�it�would�be�cheaper�to�remake�the�figures�than�to�
try�and�save�the�figures�themselves�for�the�following�reason:�Initially�we�would�have�liked�to�have�installed�the�figures�
on�a�backing�and�bolted�them�to�the�steel�plates,�but�that�posed�all�sorts�of�safety�issues�as�the�figures�would�have�
provided�a�foothold�for�folks�to�climb�on�the�bridge.�We�were�thus�forced�to�adhere�the�tile�directly�to�the�steel�plates.�
Removing�the�tile,�cleaning�it�and�reinstalling�is�very�labor�intensive�and�super�expensive,�and�therefore�I�proposed�that�
we�buy�new�tile�and�remake�the�figures�at�a�new�location�(maybe�even�somewhere�in�the�new�complex).�We�could�
maybe�save�some�of�the�more�rare�tile.�Taking�down�the�steel�plates�and�installing�the�plates�somewhere�else�also�
seems�like�a�very�expensive,�heavy�and�problematic�proposition.�It�will�require�storage�and�result�in�a�lot�of�damage�to�
the�figures.�I�also�suggested�only�remaking�the�figures�that�were�"bought"�Ͳ�104�of�them.�Maybe�some�of�them�can�be�
installed�within�the�new�cityscape�and�the�rest�installed�at�a�new�location??�

A�little�background:�we�had�14�inner�city�kids�help�my�installer�and�myself�design�and�make�the�artwork�along�with�3�
volunteer�college�interns.�The�Children's�Museum�gave�us�space�to�work�in�and�store�all�our�supplies.�The�tile�was�
bought�cheaply�from�a�tile�company�going�out�of�business�in�Allentown�PA.�Some�of�the�tile�was�hand�made�and�hand�
carved�and�obviously�cannot�be�replicated,�but�the�colors�can�be.�It�is�possible�to�save�some�of�it.�The�kids�were�paid�by�
AT&T�as�part�of�the�city's�summer�work�program,�and�we�had�a�number�of�companies,�foundations�and�the�DC�
Commission�help�finance�the�endeavor.�Sam�Rose�was�one�of�the�first�to�finance�the�project,�and�Hilary�Clinton�chaired�a�
fundraiser�given�by�the�parking�garage�folks�at�Union�Station!�In�addition,�as�part�of�the�fundraising�campaign,�
companies�paid�$1000�to�adopt�a�hopscotch�kid�and�get�a�plaque�on�the�wall,�while�individuals�paid�$500�to�adopt�one.�
It�was�a�huge�community�effort�and�the�bridge�became�a�memorial�as�folks�adopted�figures�in�memory�of�loved�ones.�
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So,�Victor,�you�can�see�there�is�a�lot�of�sentimental�value�and�community�commitment�to�the�Hopscotch�kid�figures.�The�
bridge�is�no�longer�referred�to�as�the�H�Street�bridge,�but�has�instead�become�the�"Hopscotch�Bridge"�and�is�even�
featured�in�the�beginning�of�every�episode�of�House�of�Cards!�I�really�hope�that�if�we�all�put�our�heads�together�we�can�
come�up�with�a�solution�to�save�at�least�the�104�Hopscotch�kids�that�were�adopted.�

I�am�attaching�the�proposal�I�sent�to�the�DC�Commission�some�time�ago�and�it�can�be�a�starting�point.�Do�you�have�any�
availability�in�the�next�couple�of�weeks�to�meet?�

Thanks�so�much�and�I�look�forward�to�meeting�you.�

Sincerely,�

Deirdre�

Deirdre�Saunder�
Artbridge,�LLC�
301Ͳ580Ͳ0385�
dsaunder@maret.org�



Hopscotch Bridge Budget 
9/11/17 

 
Deirdre Saunder, Artbridge, LLC (Artist)  
dsaunder@maret.org cell: 301-580-0385 
Peter Tabri (Tile Expert/Installer) 
Peter.tabri@gmail.com cell: 703-599-7681 
 
Note: all costs are estimated. 
 
Reinstallation of 110 Hopscotch figures (104 have been purchased 
and have plaques) on shaped backer board ready for installation 
anywhere (as yet site/s unknown): 
 
1. Clean some of the special tile, cut backer boards, install tile on shaped 
boards, place figures between pieces of plywood and store until installation: 
one figure per day @$800 per day (incl. helpers and transportation etc.) 
______________________________________________________88,000 
2. Artist labor (Saunder) ____________________________________5,000 
3. Purchase tile (colorful exterior frost free) for each hopscotch figure - 110 
figures (each 20sq. ft.) @ approx. $10 per sq. ft. _______________22,000  
4. Purchase backer board – 110 pieces @ approx. $100 each_____11,000 
5. Purchase plywood – 110 pieces @ approx. $25 each___________2,750 
6. Purchase setting material – 30 bags @ $50___________________1,500 
7. Purchase grout – 15 bags @ $20 ____________________________300 
8. Disposable tools _________________________________________500 
9. Storage of figures and rent of space to work in (6 months) _______2,400 
(Storage is calculated at $400 per month, but if a site is not chosen for a long time, this 
storage estimate could be greater). 
10. Miscellaneous (as yet unknown problems) __________________________4,000.00 
 
Total: _______________________________________________$137,450 
 
This does not include installation at new site. Installation requires either bolting or 
attaching the shaped figures with a setting material. It is impossible to estimate that cost 
without knowing the site and its preparation, but anyone could perform this installation. 
If the site is concrete, the figures could be installed directly onto the concrete, 
eliminating the cost and expense of backer boards, plywood, storage etc., but would 
also incur installation costs on site. I can work up another budget when we know more, 
but this gives a ballpark idea of what is possible.  



                                                   
 

  

Appendix I 

ANC Letter 



Government of the District of Columbia 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6C 
P.O. Box 77876 Washington, D.C. 20013, (202) 547-7168 

 
 
Director Jeff Marootian 
District Department of Transportation 
55 M St. SE 
Washington, DC 
 
July 23, 2018 
 
Re: H Street Bridge Project and Union Station Expansion Project 

 

Dear Director Marootian, 

On Wednesday, July 11, 2018, at a regularly scheduled and duly noticed public monthly meeting of 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6C, with a quorum of six out of six commissioners and the public 
present, the above-mentioned item came before us. The Commission voted unanimously (6 – 0) to relay 
the following concerns. 

Multiple ANC 6C commissioners and committee members were present at the June 21, 2018, public 
meeting to discuss the status of the H Street Bridge Replacement project. At the meeting, it became 
apparent that DDOT and the District are proceeding with the planning and design for this project without 
appropriate coordination with the various interested and affected parties, particularly with respect to the 
Union Station Expansion Project and the proposed Burnham Place development. While we appreciate the 
need to replace aging infrastructure, the H St. Bridge will be a keystone for both developments, and the 
design of the new bridge will not only dictate which features of these developments will and will not be 
possible, but will also dramatically impact transportation options and roadway conditions throughout the 
broader NoMa, H Street NE, and North Capitol Hill neighborhoods. From the presentation at the June 
meeting and lack of representation by the Federal Railroad Administration and Akridge, we are very 
concerned that DDOT is not coordinating with these agencies to inform an appropriate design given the 
needs of future developments and the concerns of neighborhood residents.  

Furthermore, DDOT is not taking an active enough role in the planning of the Union Station Expansion 
Project. This development will not only have a tremendous impact on those commuting through or 
visiting Union Station, but will affect the surrounding neighborhoods as well. The most recent plans 
released for the Union Station expansion place a substantial burden on surrounding city streets to 
accommodate loading for sightseeing buses, entrances for below-grade parking on busy and already 
dangerous streets, and excessively large pick-up / drop-off zones for ride-hailing on narrow streets to the 
west and east of Union Station, among other features. DDOT does not appear to have been involved in 
those decisions. One example of the obvious lack of coordination between agencies is the project’s 
proposal to route all parking garage traffic through an entrance on K St. NE; meanwhile, DDOT is 
currently performing a corridor safety study to reduce traffic through this residential street, a goal which 
is in direct conflict with the proposal. DDOT, as the sole agency of the three that is accountable to District 
residents, should be taking a leadership role in coordinating all projects in the H St./Union Station area 
and ensuring effective use of our public space. 

Going forward, ANC 6C recommends that DDOT better coordinate their activities with the planned 
Union Station Expansion and Burnham Place development and provide sufficient public outreach 



 
 

to demonstrate this coordination and ensure benefits to District residents. We ask that DDOT 
conduct regular, duly noticed public meetings about the state of this coordination, to allow public 
stakeholders to evaluate progress and provide feedback. We also ask that DDOT present to the ANC 6C 
Transportation and Public Space Committee on the state of coordination between DDOT, Akridge, 
FRA, and the various other federal agencies involved in the Union Station expansion project. Please 
contact me to arrange a visit to one of our meetings this Fall. 

Thank you for considering these recommendations from ANC 6C. 

 

On behalf of ANC 6C,  

Karen J. Wirt 
ANC 6C Chair 
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